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CHARLESTON, IL.--A Hollywood screenwriter couldn't have penned a 
better script for SEAN PAYTON'S senior season. 
Eastern Illinois University's quarterback is rolling up the passing 
yards enroute to 10,000 in his career, and the Panthers are rolling up 
victories enroute to a probable NCAA I-AA playoff spot. 
Going into Saturday's (November 1) Parents Weekend clash with Winona 
State, Payton has 9635 yards and the NCAA I-AA Top Ten ranked Panthers 
have won seven straight to go 7-1. EIU is also tied for the Gateway 
Conference lead with a 4-1 record. 
Payton is just 365 yards short of 10,000 yards, a figure reached by 
only five QBs, regardless of division, in the history of college football. 
"All the hype is great but it's more exciting now that we're winning. 
The only national ranking that counts is the one at the end of the season 
the 10,000 will come but it's better that we're 7-1 than say 4-3," 
says Payton. 
A two-time AP Honorable Mention All-American and all-conference 
quarterback, he realizes he's also been blessed with a coach, Al Molde, 
who believes in the pass, and teammates who have aided his efforts. 
"Our offensive line has done a great job. I've only been sacked three 
or four times the last several games, and we're fortunate to have four 
receivers that are above average." 
This year PAYTON has compiled 2436 yards, 304.5 p/game, and 17 TDs. 
He holds 14 EIU records, the NCAA I-AA record for most yardage in a half 
(373), and 17 times has thrown for over 300 yards with a high of 509. 
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Still, with all of EIU's offensive success it has been the 
establishment of a solid running attack that may be the primary reason for 
increased yardage. 
"We're still throwing 30-40 times a game but when you can get seven or 
eight yards on a lead or sweep, it's foolish to force the pass. Our plays 
depend on what the defense is giving us. 
"And we've been more efficient by spreading the passes to different 
receivers. With ROY (BANKS) seeing coverages that roll towards him, we 
have had good success finding someone else open," Payton explained. 
That someone most often has been CALVIN PIERCE, senior slotback, who 
has caught 50 passes for 931 followed by BANKS at 35 for 676. 
Besides a good game plan and protective linemen,PAYTON also credits 
his statistics to good health. "I've been fortunate that I've never 
missed a down in a game or practice due to an injury. 
"When I came here I was about 5-11, 170 and by working on the weights 
and growing, I'm up to 6-1, 200 ... that's really helped with my 
durability. " 
The Panthers almost didn't reap the benefits of PAYTON'S arm. In 
'83 he played behind roommate John Rafferty when both were redshirt 
freshmen. 
At midyear his thoughts were of transferring but patience paid off. 
"I was not unhappy here other than John, who's still a good friend, was in 
the same class so the future didn't look very promising." 
But a late season injury to Rafferty gave PAYTON a chance to show 
his stuff, and he made the most of the opportunity. By spring practice in 
'84, he had secured his position as No. 1 QB. 
PAYTON also has no regrets about attending a I-AA university, 
particularly in light of his achievements. "If a chance to play pro 
football arises, the size of the school won't hurt me. 
"I think it's an advantage to pick a school like Eastern that throws 
40 times a game ... that's better preparation for the NFL than a big 
school which doesn't have a passing offense." 
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SEAN PAYTON 
Eastern Il·linois University Quarterback 
6-1 195 Senior Naperville, IL (Central HS) 
Sean Payton, who holds 14 of EIU's 15 major passing and total offense 
records, is about to join a select group of collegiate quarterbacks who 
have thrown for 10,000 yards in a career. He has 9635 yards through 
October 25. 
The Top Ten career collegiate passers, regardless of division, are: 
1. Neil Lomax, Portland State (1977-80) 
2. Willie Totten, Mississippi Valley (1982-85) 
3. Doug Flutie, Boston College (1981-84) 
4. Torn Ehrhardt, C.W. Post, Rhode Island (1982-85) 
5. Brian McClure, Bowling Green (1982-85) 
6. Kevin Sweeney, Fresno State (1983-present) 
7. SEAN PAYTON, EASTERN ILLINOIS (1983-PRESENT) 
8. Ben Bennett, Duke (1980-83) 
9. Keith Bishop, Wheaton College (1981, 83-85) 
lO.Jirn McMahon, Brigham Young (1977-78, 80-81) 
* still active 
Year 
1~83 
1984 
1985 
1986 To-Date 
Totals 
G# PA':SJN; vs. 
1 lllimis State 
2 N::rt:l'mst Mi ss::uri 
3 N:!rtlEnl Mi..drigm 
4 autrern lllimis 
5 LiJ::erty thi.\er"Sity 
6 N::rtlEm :ra.a 
7 W2stEm n.lirois 
8 ~ .Miss::uri 
G/ffi 
1/ 1 
1/ 1 
1/ 1 
1/ 1 
1/1 
1/ 1 
1/1 
1/1 
PAYTON'S CAREER STATISTICS 
Passes 
8-18-2 
270-473-15 
256-494-23 
156-315-12 
699-1300-50 
Yds 
210 
3843 
3146 
2436 
9635 
TD 
-2-
28 
22 
17 
69 
Rushing 
25 
-182 
-141 
-44 
-342 
PAYTON'S 1986 STATISTICS 
mT. 
45 
33 
41 
40 
46 
36 
33 
41 
CM?. 
11 
18 
19 
26 
25 
18 
17 
22 
cw 
K"'. 
.244 
.546 
.463 
.650 
.544 
.500 
.515 
.537 
JNr 
JNr KT. 
3 .070 
3 .090 
2 .050 
0 .000 
1 .020 
1 .030 
1 .030 
1 .020 
YIS/ 
YIS mT 
262 5.8 
318 9.6 
232 5.7 
400 10.0 
333 7.2 
292 8.1 
220 6.7 
379 9.2 
YIS/ Yr.S/ 
CM?. eN£ 
23.8 262.0 
17.7 318.0 
12.2 232.0 
15.4 400.0 
13.3 333.0 
16.2 292.0 
12.9 220.0 
17.2 379.0 
13,220 
12,771 
10,579 
10,325 
10,280 
9927 * 
9635 
9614 
9579 
9536 
TD 
-3-
Total Offense 
235 
3661 
3005 
2392 
9293 
4 
3 
6 
16 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
5 
PA':S 
'IrS/ 'Iffi/ 'ID3/ EFF. 
mT CM'. Gil£ RIN:; 
.040 .182 2.0 74.7 
.060 .111 2.0 137.3 
.020 .050 1.0 92.2 
.080 .115 3.0 173.8 
.020 .040 1.0 118.0 
.060 .111 2.0 130.9 
.030 .060 1.0 111.5 
.122 .227 5.0 166.7 
8/ 8 315 156 .495 12 .040 2436 7.7 15.6 304.5 17 .050 .109 2.1 124.7 
PAYTON'S HONORS 
* Two-Time Associated Press Honorable Mention All-American 
* Two-Time 1st Team All-Conference Quarterback 
* Conference 'Player of the Year' in 1984 
* ESPN Amateur 'Athlete of Week' 9/21/85 throwing 509 yards in one game 
* 3843 Passing Yards in '84 is 8th Best Collegiate Single Season Total 
*One Game over 500 Yards, Four over 400 Yards, 17 over 300 Yards 
* Holds NCAA I-AA Record for Yards (373) in a Half 
67 
48 
31 
62 
43 
59 
23 
74 
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